
U.S. Federal Government Ecosystem

Government People

Outside Relationships
Suppliers Debt

Individual Income Taxes ($1.93T) (50%)

Outside Relationships
Tax 

Revenue
U.S. Treasury Bills

(maturity less than 1 year) ($4.6T)
Revenue

The Constitution of the United States
U.S. Treasury Notes (maturity between 2-10 years) ($10.2T)

Other U.S. 
Treasury SecuritiesU.S. Treasury Bonds (maturity greater than 10 years) ($2.5T)

Government 
Financing

Payroll Taxes ($1.37T) (36%) Other (Includes Federal Reserve Earnings 
and Excise Taxes) ($274B) (7%)Corporate Income Taxes ($284B) (7%)

Executive Operations

The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW

Washington, D.C. 20500
Phone: (202) 456-1111 www.whitehouse.gov

LEGISLATIVE (Makes Laws)

U.S. Attorneys 
(Prosecute Violations of 

US Laws from Field 
Offices Before US 

District Courts; Appeals 
to US Appellate Courts)

Civil Rights Division
(Protect Constitutional Rights)

Civil Division
(Complex Litigation)

Tax Division
(Enforce Tax Laws)

Criminal Division
(Enforce Criminal Laws)

Criminal / Civil 
LitigationAppeals

Attorneys

Bureau of 
Prisons 

(BOP) (Prison 
Management)

U.S. 
Marshals 
Service 

(USMS)(Prisoner 
Transport; Court 

Security)

Security 
Services

Department of Defense (2.87 Million Employees): Secretary Esper

Air Force (USAF)
(Combat Force in Air, Including 

the Space Force)

Defense Contract Management Agency 
(Contract Administration and Procurement)

Army (USA)
(Combat Force on Land, Including 

Army Rangers and National 
Guard; Army Corps of Engineers)

Defense Advanced Research 
Projects Agency (DARPA) 
(Emerging Military Technologies)

Missile Defense Agency (MDA)
(R&D for Missile Systems)

Armed Forces Intelligence Services
Defense Intelligence Agency

(DIA) (Defense and Military Intelligence on 
Foreign Governments)

National Security Agency
(NSA) (E-Communication Surveillance)

National Geospatial-Intelligence 
Agency (NGA) (Combat Support)

National Reconnaissance Office 
(NRO) (Satellite Intelligence)

Other Defense Agencies

Defense Health Agency (DHA)
(Medical Service for Combat Forces) Defense Threat Reduction 

Agency (DTRA) (Weapons of Mass 
Destruction Protection)

Department of State (69,000 Employees):
Secretary Pompeo

Incarceration

Background 
Checks

Controlled Substances 
Investigations and 

Interdictions
Drug Violation 

Suspects

Individuals
(Government Law 
or Actions Violate 

Personal 
Freedoms)

Businesses
(Government Law 
or Actions Violate 
Economic Rights)  

Litigants
File Appeals

File Litigation

Constituents
Individuals

Constituent 
Services

Testimony at 
Hearings

Political Affairs (P)
(Management of Policy Issues for the Advancement of Trade 
and Commercial Ties, Protection of U.S. from Cross-Border 

Health and Security Threats, and Supporting Foreign Nations 
for Progress towards Stability, Good Governance, and Self-

Reliance; Oversight of Foreign Bureaus)

Sterling Naval 
Base (Australia)

Ramstein Air 
Base (Germany)

Camp 
Humphreys 
(Army) (South 

Korea)

Camp Fuji 
(Marine Corps) 

(Japan)

Thule Air Base 
(Greenland)

Incirlik Air Base 
(Turkey)

Lockheed 
Martin

(Missiles, Fighter 
Jets, Satellites, 

Reconnaissance 
Planes)

Boeing
(B-52, Fighter Jets, 
Missiles, Apache 

Helicopter, 
Satellites)

Raytheon 
Technologies 

(Tomahawk Cruise 
Missiles, Air 

Defense Systems, 
Drones)

Fort Bragg (Army) 
(Texas)

Fort Campbell 
(Army) (Kentucky)

Fort Hood (Army) 
(Texas)

Fort Benning
(Army) (Georgia)

Fort Lewis-
McChord (Air 

Force/Army) 
(Washington)

Norfolk Naval 
Base (Virginia)

San Diego Naval 
Base (California)

Scott Air 
Force Base 

(Air Force) 
(Illinois)

Guantanamo 
Bay Naval Base 

(Cuba)

Camp Hansen 
(Marine Corps) 

(Japan)

Protection from 
Military Threats 
(via Overseas 
Military Bases)

Dept of 
Defense-Select 

Domestic 
Military 

Installations

Treaty and 
Agreement 

Negotiations

Foreign Nations and Bodies

Diplomatic 
Missions 

(via Foreign 
Bureaus)

International 
Organizations

Western 
Hemisphere

Europe and 
Eurasian

Near East

Foreign Aid for 
Disaster and  Poverty 

Relief, Technical 
Cooperation on 
Environmental 

Issues, and Socio-
Economic 

Development

Military Defense and 
Cybersecurity 

Systems, Weapons, 
Ships, Aircraft, 
Tanks, Tactical 

Supplies, Fuel, and 
Other Supplies

Healthcare Services, 
Family Support 
Services, Legal 

Assistance, 
Financial 

Management, 
Daycare Services, 
and Deployment 

Services

Israel

India
Japan

ThailandPhilippines

Jordan

North Atlantic 
Treaty 

Organization 
(NATO)

(30 Members)

Argentina
Australia

Brazil
Egypt

Afghanistan

Kuwait
New Zealand

Pakistan
Saudi Arabi
South Korea

U.A.E.

Joint Military 
Exercises

DEFENSE

STATE

JUSTICE

JUDICIARYLEGISLATURE EXECUTIVE (Enforces Laws)

Department of the Treasury (87,000 Employees): 
Secretary Mnuchin

Department of Commerce (47,000 Employees): Secretary Ross

Oceans and Atmosphere: National Oceanic 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) (Dangerous 
Weather Alerts from National Weather Service 

(NWS), Mapping of Seas, and Climate Research) 

IP Owners

Decennial Census
U.S. Residents

Corporation for 
National and 

Community Service 
(CNCS) (Support 

Citizenship and  Service 
and through 

AmeriCorps, Senior 
Corps, and Learn and 

Serve America)

Selective 
Service 

System (SSS)
(Military 

Conscription)

Passage of 
Legislative Bills 

and Reconciliation
President of the United States (4-Year Term, 2-Term Maximum): Trump

Agriculture
Commerce

Defense
Education

Energy
Health & Human 

Services

Homeland Security

Housing and Urban 
Development

Interior

Transportation

Justice

Labor
State

Treasury
Veteran’s Affairs

Cabinet

Vice President of the United States: Pence

Cabinet-Level Officials
Trade Representative

Office of 
Management and 

Budget

Office of the President

National Intelligence

Central Intelligence Agency

Small Business 
Administration

Environmental Protection 
Agency

Chief of Staff
White House Press 

Secretary
White House Counsel
Council of Economic 

Advisors
Other Policy Advisors

Key Committees
Rules

Agriculture
Appropriations

Armed Services
Budget

Education and Labor

Ethics
Financial Services

Foreign Affairs
Intelligence (Select)

Natural Resources
Veterans’ Affairs

Transportation and 
Infrastructure

Science, Space, and 
Technology

Ways and Means

U.S. House of Representatives (2-Year Term): Pelosi 
(Majority Leader) 

(435 Voting Representatives – 1 per Congressional District) (6 Non-
Voting Persons – D.C., Puerto Rico, American Samoa, Guam, The 

Northern Mariana Islands, and U.S. Virgin Islands)

JUDICIAL (Interprets Laws)

U.S. Supreme Court 
(Lifetime Appointment)

U.S. Appellate Courts U.S. District Courts
Washington, D.C.

(D.C. and Federal Circuits)

Boston
(1st Circuit)

New York
(2nd Circuit)

Philadelphia 
(3rd Circuit)

Richmond
(4th Circuit)

New Orleans 
(5th Circuit)

Cincinnati
(6th Circuit)

Chicago
(7th Circuit)

St. Louis
(8th Circuit)

San Francisco 
(9th Circuit)

Denver
(10th Circuit)

Atlanta
(11th Circuit)

Roberts (Chief)

Breyer

Thomas

Alito

Ginsburg

Sotomayor
Kagan

Gorsuch
Kavanaugh

90 Bankruptcy Courts 

U.S. Tax Court

94 U.S. District Courts
(One Court Per District)

U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Armed Forces

U.S. Court of 
Federal Claims

U.S. Court of 
International Trade

U.S. Court of Appeals 
for Veteran’s Claims U.S. Judicial Panel 

on Multi-District 
Litigation

Other Federal Courts

President of the United States
(Nomination Authority)

U.S. Senate
(Consent Authority)

Registered Voters

Electoral College

Registered Voters

Department of Justice (113,000 Employees): Attorney General Barr Investigations 
and Arrests

Criminal 
Suspects

Substance Trafficking 
Interdictions

Drug Enforcement 
Administration

(DEA) (Enforce Drug Laws)

Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI)

(Criminal Law Enforcement)

Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and 

Explosives (ATF)
(Illicit Contraband Regulation 

and Law Enforcement)

Convictions and 
Prison 

Sentences

Department of Interior (62,000 Employees): Secretary Bernhardt

Active Duty 
Service

General 
Dynamics
(F-16, Aircraft 
Carriers, Ships 

and Submarines, 
IT Systems)

Northrup 
Grumman
(B-2 Stealth 

Bomber, Night 
Vision Goggles, 
Cybersecurity, 

Unmanned 
Vehicles)

Businesses
Inventors

Artists
Scientists

Outdoor Recreation 
and National 
Monuments

Native 
Americans

Education 
Services

Mineral Extraction 
and Grazing Leases

INTERIOR

Trademarks, 
Copyrights, and 

Patents Registrations 
and Renewals

Protection from 
Military Threats 

(via Domestic Military 
Bases)

Governance

GovernmentPeople CapitalSuppliersCapital

International 
Investors 

(China, Japan, 
Brazil, Oil Exporting 
Nations, Caribbean 
Banks) (33.94%)

Federal 
Accounts 

(Surplus Funds of 
Federal Agencies) 

(28.21%)

Lenders

Management
Legal Counsel

Submit 
Legislation 

for President 
Approval or 

Veto

Grant/Revoke 
Parole

Department of Labor (14,800 Employees): 
Secretary Scalia

Department of Energy (14,700 Employees): 
Secretary Brouillette

Standards and Technology: National Institute 
of Standards and Technology (NIST) (Publish 

Calibration Standards for Measurement Equipment 
and Quality Control for Industrial Processes)

Department of Health and Human Services (84,500 Employees): Secretary Azar

Department of Transportation (54,600 Employees): Secretary Chao

Department of Education  
(4,000 Employees): Secretary DeVos

Department of Veterans Affairs (383,000 Employees): Secretary Wilkie

Department of Housing and Urban Development
(7,800 Employees): Secretary Carson

U.S. Secret Service (USSS)
(Protection of Nations’ Leaders and 

Families)

Transportation and Security 
Administration (TSA)

(Air and Land Transportation Security)
Office of Infrastructure 

Protection (IP) (Critical Infrastructure 
and Key Resource Protection)

Health Resources and Services 
Administration (HRSA) (Healthcare to Uninsured, 

Isolated or Medically Vulnerable People, HIV/AIDS Victims

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
(CMS) (Administers Medicare for Elderly, the Federal 

Portion of Medicaid for Low-Income People, and Funding 
for States’ Children’s Health Insurance Programs (CHIP))

National Institute of 
Health (NIH) (Biomedical 

and Public Health Research)

Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) (Protect Public Health 
through Disease Research and Prevention)

Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration(SAMSHA)(Treatment and Rehabilitative 
Services for Mental Health Disorders and Substance Abuse)

Science (SC) 
Scientific Research for Energy and Support 

Basic Research in Physical Sciences through 
its National Laboratory System)

Energy (DOEE) (Energy Policy Development 
and Power Administration for Federal Dams 

and Hydroelectric Power Projects)

Administration for Children and Families
(ACF) (Support Programs Focused on Well-Being of 

Children, Including Welfare, Adoption Aid, Child 
Support Enforcement, Foster Care, Child Care/Abuse, 
Refugee Resettlement, and the Head Start Program)

Veterans Benefits (VBA) (Disability 
Compensation, Burial, Life Insurance, 
Pension, Vocational, and Education)

Community Planning and 
Development (CPD)

(Distribute Block Grants to Fund 
Public and Private Partnerships that 

Provide Shelter and Community 
Services to Low/Moderate Income 
Persons, Including the Homeless)

Lead Hazard Control and Healthy Homes (OLHCHH)
(Enforce HUD’s Lead-Based Paint Regulation and Provide funds to State and Local 

Governments to Reduce Lead-Based Paint Hazards)

Employee Benefits Security (EBSA) (Enforce 
Employee Retirement Income Security Law)

Federal Election 
Commission (FEC) 
(Enforce Campaign 
Finance Laws and 
Disclose Campaign 
Finance Information)

Environment and 
Natural Resources 

Division
(Enforce Environmental Laws)

National Security 
Division (Enforce 

National Security 
Laws)

Merger Reviews 
and Clearances

Merger Reviews 
and Clearances

Federal Trade 
Commission (FTC) 

(Protect Competition and 
Consumers)

Department of Agriculture (84,300 Employees): Secretary Perdue

Federal 
Railroad 

Administration 
(FRA) (Promote 
and Monitor Safe 

Rail Transportation)

Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) 

(Ensure Safe Civil Aviation, 
Including Regulation of Airports, 

Air Traffic Control, and Personnel 
and Aircraft Certifications)

Federal Highway 
Administration 

(FHWA) (Support Local 
and State Agencies in the 

Construction of the 
National Highway System)

Pipeline and Hazardous 
Materials Safety 

Administration (PHMSA) 
(Enforce Regulations for Safe 

Operation of Pipeline Network and 
Hazardous Materials Shipments)

Maritime Administration (MARAD) 
(Develop Shipbuilding, Shipping, Port 

Infrastructure, Promote Maritime Safety, and 
Support Commercial/Merchant Mariners and 

Vessels for Domestic Waterborne Commerce)

National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA) (Enforce 

Motor Vehicle Safety Standards, 
Regulate Fuel Economy Standards, and 

License Vehicle Manufacturers)

Bureau of 
Transportation 

Statistics
(BTS) (Publish 

Transport Statistics)

Federally Chartered Private 
Universities (Sponsors D.C.-Based 

Universities—Gallaudet, National Technical 
Institute for the Deaf (Education for the Deaf), 

Howard (Historically Black University), 
Institute of American Indian Arts, American, 

Georgetown, and George Washington)

Merging 
Businesses

Bureau of Engraving 
and Printing (BEA) 
(Print Paper Currency)

United States Mint
(Mint) (Produce Coins)

Terrorism and Financial 
Intelligence (Sever Lines of 

Financial Support for and 
Enforces Economic Sanctions 

against Rogue Nations, 
Terrorists, Weapons of Mass 

Destruction Proliferators, Drug 
Kingpins, Money Launderers, and 

other National Security Threats 
via Office of Foreign Asset 

Control (OFAC) and Financial 
Crimes Enforcement Network 

(FinCEN), and Administer Asset 
Forfeitures collected by Various 

Government Agencies)

Domestic Finance 
(Policy Development for 

Financial Institutions, Federal 
Debt, Financial Regulation, 
Capital Markets, and Fiscal 

Policy)

COMMERCE

Export Licenses 
and RegulationBusinesses

VETERANS 
AFFAIRS

Voting on 
Peace and 
Security, 
Human 
Rights, 
Gender 

Equality, 
and Climate 

Change 
Proposals

GENERAL SUPPORT FUNCTIONS

United 
Nations

Humana (Health 
Insurance)

Navy Federal 
Credit Union 

(Banking)
USAA Bank 
(Banking and 

Insurance)
Armed Forces 

Insurance 
(Insurance)

Funeral Services

Health Services

Veterans’ 
Families

Veterans

Domestic 
Private 

Investors 
(14.62%)

Businesses
Private and 

Public Interest 
Groups

(US Government 
Advocate)

Vacationers and 
Visitors

Private Industry

Department of Homeland Security (202,400 Employees): Secretary Wolf

U.S. Customs and Border Protection
(CPB) (Foreign Animals, Plants and 

Contraband Inspections)

Industry and Security: Bureau of Industry and 
Security (BIS) (Export Controls and Treaty Compliance)

Intellectual Property: U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office (USPTO) (IP Registrations)

Federal Protective Service 
(FPS) (Security and Law 

Enforcement to Federally Owned 
and Leased Buildings, Except DoD 

Facilities)

Defense Logistics Agency (DLA) 
(U.S. Weapons and Tools Logistics)
Pentagon Force Protection 
Agency (PFPA) (DoD Facilities 

Security)
Strategic Capabilities Office 

(SCO) (Technology for Deceptive 
Warfare)

Defense Counterintelligence 
and Security Agency (DCSA)
(Personnel Security Investigations)

Defense Security Cooperation 
Agency (DSCA) (Foreign Military 

Training)

Arms Control and International Security Affairs 
(T) (Policy Development for Nonproliferation of Arms and 

Defense Relations)

Public Diplomacy and Public Affairs (R)
(Policy Development for Public Outreach, Press Strategies, 

and Educational and Cultural Missions)

Economic Growth, Energy and Environment (E) 
(Policy Development for Economic Growth, Agriculture, 

Natural Resources, and Science & Technology)

Civilian Security, Democracy, and Human 
Rights (Prevent Threats to Civilian Security, Promote 

Democracy and a Just Society, and Combat Human Rights 
Abuse)

US Mission to the United Nations
(Representation at UN)

U.S. Agency for International 
Development (USAID)

(Civilian Foreign Aid and Development Assistance; 
Not part of the State Department, but they 

collaborate on Foreign Policy)

Navy (USN) (Combat Force at 
Sea, Including Navy Seals, Marine 
Corps (USMC), and Coast Guard 

during Wartime)

Office of Cybersecurity and 
Infrastructure Agency, 

National Protection and 
Programming Directorate 
(CISA) (Reduce and Eliminate 
Threats to U.S. Critical Physical 

and Cyber Infrastructure)

Science and Technology 
Directorate (S&T) (R&D for 

Security Tools and Technologies)

East Asia 
and Pacific

Africa
South and 

Central Asia
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Central Intelligence 
Agency: Haspel

(CIA) (Gather, Process, 
and Analyze National 
Security Information 

using Human Sources)

National Aeronautics 
and Space 

Administration 
(NASA) (Civilian 

Space Exploration and 
Aeronautics and Space 

Research)

Office of Director of 
National Intelligence: 

Ratcliff (ODNI)
(Advise the President on 

Intelligence Matters 
Relating to Natural 

Security)

Passport/Visa 
Verification, Customs 

Clearance and 
Airport Security

Search and 
Rescue

Natural Disaster 
Relief

Natural Disaster 
Victims

Distressed 
Boaters

Cross-Border 
Travelers

Committee on Foreign 
Investment in U.S. 

(CFIUS) (Review and 
Approve Foreign 

Investments Impacting 
National Security) 

Taxpayers
Individuals
Businesses
Employees 

(Payroll Taxes for 
Social Insurance 

Programs)

Prisoners

Request Mediation 
Services

HOMELAND 
SECURITY

Radioactive 
Material 

Licensing 

Regulation of Wholesale 
Power and Gas Sales 

and Transmission

Oil 
Transport 
Regulation

Nuclear 
Propulsion 
Supplies

Navy

ENERGY
Electric/Gas 

Transmission  
& Generators

Fair Housing and Equal Opportunity 
(FHEO) (Enforce Laws Prohibiting Discrimination 
in Housing on the Basis of Race, Religion, Sex, 

Disability, National Origin, Age, and Familial 
Status, and Ensure Equal Opportunity to Housing)

Nuclear Security
(NNSA) (Nuclear Weapon Stockpile 

Maintenance and Nuclear Threat Reduction)

Public and 
Indian 

Housing 
(PIH) (Provide 

Safe Rental 
Housing for 
Eligible Low-

Income Families, 
Elderly, 

Disabled, and 
Native 

Americans)

Center for Faith-Based and Neighborhood 
Partnerships (Build Partnerships with Faith-Based and 

Community Organizations to Better Serve Individuals, 
Families, and Communities)

Small and 
Disadvantaged 

Business Utilization
(Ensure Small Businesses 

are Treated Fairly and 
Have Opportunity to 

Compete for Government 
Contracting Opportunities)

Mortgage 
Insurance

Home 
Loans

Qualified 
Mortgage       

Loan Sales
Mortgage-Backed 
Securities Sales

Payment 
Guarantee

Investors

Housing 
Assistance

Banks

Borrowers

Low-Income, 
Elderly, 

Disabled, 
and Native 
Americans

HOUSING

Dept. of 
Defense-Select 

Overseas 
Military 

Installations

Select 
Foreign Allies

Key Defense 
Contractors

Economic Affairs: Bureau of Economic Analysis 
(BEA) (Economic Statistics) and U.S. Census Bureau

(USCB) (Data Collection on Population)

International Trade:
International Trade Administration (Promote Exports of 

Non-Agricultural Services and Goods)

Indian Affairs (BIA) (Management of Land 
in Trust for Indian Tribes; Education Services)

Federal Energy Management Agency
(FEMA) (Natural Disaster Recovery, Aid, and Rebuilding)

U.S. Coast Guard (USCG)(Coastal Defense, Search and 
Rescue Missions, and Maritime Law Enforcement)

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE)(Illegal Immigration and Cross-Border Crime Prevention)

Federal 
Housing 

Administration 
(FHA) (Mortgage 

Insurance on 
Government 

Sponsored Loans, 
and National 

Standard Setting 
for Insurance 
Underwriting)

National Banks

Banking 
Regulation 

and 
Oversight

Deposit 
Insurance

Banking Regulation and  
Supervision (Including 
Reserve Requirement)

Federal Deposit 
Insurance 

Corporation (FDIC) 
(Deposit Insurance--up 

to $250K per 
Depositor in US 

Banks; and Supervise 
and Examine Banks

Financial 
Support Grants

Taxpayers

Tax Assessments, 
Collections, Audits, 

and LitigationInternal Revenue Service 
(IRS) (Determine, Assess, and 

Collect Taxes and Duties)

Businesses 
and 

Individuals in 
Sanctioned 
Countries

Sanctioned 
Countries

(Ivory Coast, Cuba, 
North Korea, Iran, 

Burma, Congo, 
Belarus, the 

Balkans, Iraq, 
Liberia, Sudan, 

Syria, and 
Zimbabwe)

Drug Kingpins
Terrorists

Economic, 
Diplomatic, Military, 
and Other Sanctions

TREASURY

Fish, Wildlife, and National Parks
(FWS)(NPS)(Conservation of Natural Habitats)

Water and Science (Study of U.S. Landscape, Natural 
Resources and Hazards; and Water Resources Management)

Insular and International Affairs (OIA) (Administration of 
U.S. Territories and Islands (e.g., Guam), and Foreign Relations)

Land and Minerals Management (MMS)(USBR)(Cattle Grazing, Surface Mining, and Coal Leases on Public 
Lands;Ocean Energy Oversight; Offshore Energy Environmental Enforcement on the U.S. Outer-Continental Shelf)

Career, Technical, and Adult 
Education (OCTAE)

(Provide Grants for Adult Education and 
Literacy, Career and Technical Education, 

and Community Colleges)
English Language Acquisition 
(OELA)(Administer Grant Programs for 

English Language Learning and Learners)
Special Education and 

Rehabilitative Services (OSERS) 
Grants to State and Local Districts for 

Educational Programs for Disabled Children, 
and Vocational Rehabilitation for Disabled)

National Science Foundation (NSF) 
(Science/Engineering Research Grants)

Postsecondary 
Students

Pell Grants, 
Direct 

Loans, and 
Work-Study 

Funds 

Private Lenders
Student Loans

Student 
Loan 

Guarantees

Title I 
Grants

Local School 
Districts 
Serving 

Low-Income 
Families

Federal Student 
Aid (FSA) and 

Postsecondary 
Education (OPE)

(College Student 
Financial Aid and Grants 
Focused on Low-Income 

and First-Generation 
Students)

Elementary 
and Secondary 

Education 
(OESE)(Funding of 

Schools with a 
High Percentage of 
Students from Low-
Income Families)

EDUCATION

Banks 
Dedicated to 

Disadvantaged 
Communities

Community Development 
Financial Institutions 

(CDFI) Fund (Grants to Local 
Banks that Provide Credit in Low-

Income and Disadvantaged 
Communities)

Federal 
Reserve 
System

(Fed)

Fed
(As National 

Bank 
Regulator)

Fed
(As Monetary 

Policymaker via Its 
Federal Open 

Market Committee)

Settlement Services 
and Loans at Fed 

Funds / Discount Rates

Depository Institutions U.S. Government

Cash 
Deposits

International 
Investors
Domestic Private 

Investors

Other Federal, State, 
and Local Government 

Agencies
(Treasury Securities Only)

Investors
Treasury Securities 

Sales and  Purchases, 
and  Overnight 

Repurchase 
Agreements

Office of 
Inspectors 

General
(OIG) (Conduct Audits 
and Investigate Fraud, 

Waste, Abuse, 
Embezzlement, and 

Mismanagement within 
an Executive 

Department or Agency)

Disability Payments

Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission

(EEOC) (Enforce Civil 
Rights Laws on Workplace 
Discrimination due to Race, 
Sex, Age, Religion, Sexual 

Orientation, Disability)

National Labor 
Relations Board (NLRB) 
(Enforce Laws on Unfair 

Labor Practices, 
Collective Bargaining, and 

Supervision of Union 
Elections)

Discrimination 
Complaints

Vote for Union 
Representation

Claims of Unfair 
Labor Practices

LABOR
Hire/Fire

Wage Record-Keeping, Fair 
Hiring, and Serious Injury 

Reporting

Employers
Hydro-
Electric 
Projects

Federal 
Dams 

Management

Fed 
(As US Central Bank and 

Financial Services Provider)

Mediation and Arbitration 
Services  (Airline and 

Railroad Industries Only) 

General Services 
Administration (GSA) 

(Handles Government 
Building Purchasing, 

Leasing and Management, 
and Private Contractor, 

Travel, Transport, and IT 
Equipment Procurement)

Office of Personnel 
Management (OPM) 
(Manages Government’s 
Civilian Workforce and 
Provides Health Care, 

Insurance, and Retirement 
Benefits to Government 

Employees, Retirees and 
Dependents)

Banks
Credit Unions

Other 
Financial 

Institutions

Lenders

Entrepreneurs
Small 

Businesses

Small 
Businesses

SBA Loans
SBA Loan 
Guaranties

Small Business 
Administration: 
Corranza (SBA) 

(Support 
Entrepreneurs and 

Small Business 
through SBA Loans 
Made by Banks and 
Guaranteed by SBA)

Regulation of Securities Sales and Trading, 
Broker-Dealers, and Public Disclosures

Securities and Exchange 
Commission (SEC) 

(Enforce Securities Laws 
and Regulates Stock and 

Options Exchanges)

Private 
Industry Securities 

Sales 

Surveillance, 
National Security, 

and 
Cybersecurity 
Equipment and 

Systems Supplies

Reports to 
Congress on 
Tax Spending

Federal 
Reserve 

System (13.52%)
Trade 

Associations

Consumer Product 
Recalls

U.S. Solicitor 
General(USSG)
(U.S. Government 
Advocate Before 

the Supreme 
Court)

Defense Contract Audit 
Agency (Contract Audits)

Merging Media 
Companies

Merger Reviews 
and Clearances

Industry 
Experts

Mail ServiceU.S. Postal Service 
(USPS) (Self-Funding 

Agency Providing Postal 
Service in US)

General Accountability 
Office (GAO) (Report to 
Congress and Audits on 

Tax Spending)

Workers
RetireesSocial Security Benefits

Social Service 
Contributions

Environmental Permits, Notices of 
Violation, and Claims of 

Contaminated Waste Site Clean-
Up Liability 

National Cemeteries(NCS)(Veteran Memorialization and Burial)

Veterans Health (VHA) (Health and Rehabilitation Services)

Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC) (Regulate 

Transmission and Wholesale Sale 
of Electricity and Natural Gas, and 
Transportation of Oil by Pipelines)

Employees Labor Unions

International Affairs 
(Promote Global Economic 
Policy and Growth, Address 
Transnational Challenges, 

and Mitigate Financial 
Instability) 

Alcohol and Tobacco 
Tax and Trade Bureau 
(TTB) (Regulate and Collect 

Taxes on the Production, 
Distribution, and Trade of 

Alcohol, Tobacco, and 
Firearms within the U.S.)

Office of the 
Comptroller of the 

Currency (OCC) (Charter, 
Regulate, and Supervise 

National Banks)

Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) (Publish 
Labor Economics and Statistics, Including Consumer 

Price Index and National Unemployment Rate)

Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC) 
(Oversee and License 
Nuclear Reactors and 
Radioactive Materials)

Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) (Administration of 
Tennessee Valley Dams and Power Generation)

National Endowments for Humanities 
(NEH) and Arts (NEA) (Fund Projects for 

Humanities and Artistic Excellence)

National Archives and Records 
Administration

(NARA) (Preserve and Document Government and 
Historical Records; Publish Federal Register)

Saint Lawrence 
Seaway Development 
Corporation (SLSDC) 

(Operate Portion of Seaway 
Connecting Montreal and 

Lake Eerie)

Prohibited 
Parties

Travelers
Auto Industry
Ferries/Ships

Airlines
Railroads

Transportation 
Safety Regulation

Transportation 
Industry Commercial Passenger 

Rail Service

Major Accident 
Investigations

National Transportation 
Safety Board (NTSB) 
(Investigate Aviation, 

Ship, Certain Highway, 
Pipeline, and Railroad 

Accidents)

TRANS-
PORTATION

Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
(Ensure Safety of Food, Pharmaceuticals, Medical 

Devices, Radiation-Emitting Electronic Devices, Vaccines, 
Cosmetics, Tobacco Products, and Contraceptives)

Indian Health 
Service (IHS) (Provide 

Health Services to 
American Indians and 

Alaska Natives)

Food and Drug 
Approvals

Medicare Services

Medicaid Services

Support Services 
(e.g., Head Start)

HEALTH

Workers’ Compensation Programs(OCWP) 
(Wage Replacement Benefits, Medical Treatment, 
and Vocational Rehabilitation for Disabled Federal 

Employees, Coal Miners, and Longshoremen)

International Labor Affairs (ILAB) (Enforce 
Labor Standards in International Trade Agreements)

Office of Federal Contract Compliance 
Programs (OFCCP) (Require Employers Doing 
Business with Government to Comply with Non-

Discrimination Laws, Including Periodic Reporting)

Occupational / Mining Safety and Health 
(OSHA) (MSHA) (Enforce Workplace and Mines’ 

Health and Safety Standards, and Require Industrial 
Employers to Provide Safety Training and Equipment, 

Post Injury Data, and Report Serious Injuries)

Wage and Hour Division (WHD)(Enforce 
Minimum Wage, Overtime Pay, Child Labor, Family 
and Medical Leave, Migrant Seasonal Agricultural 

and Temporary Non-Immigrant Workers’ Standards, 
Wage Garnishments, and Lie-Detector Tests)

Food, Nutrition, and Consumer Services (FNS)  
(Food Assistance for Young Mothers, Supplemental Nutrition 

Assistance for Low-Income People (SNAP, also known as Food 
Stamps), and School Meal Assistance)

Food Safety Inspection Service 
(FSIS) (Ensure Safety via Inspection of 

Meat, Poultry, and Processed Egg 
Products, Recalls/Public Health Alerts)

Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service (APHIS) (Protect Natural Resources 

that are Vulnerable to Invasive Pests and 
Pathogens, Regulate Engineered Organisms, 

Wildlife Damage Management)

Rural Development (RD) (Provide 
Financial Programs for Economic 

Development and Essential Public Services –
Sewer, Housing, Hospitals, Police and Fire 

Stations, and Electric and Telephone Service)

Natural Resources and Environment 
(ERS) (Prevent Damage to Natural Resources 
and Environment, Including Forest Service to 
Sustain Health of Forests and Grasslands)

Foreign Agricultural Affairs (FAS) 
(Promote Exports of U.S. Agricultural Products)

Farm Production and Conservation 
(FPAC) (Soil Conservation Programs, Disaster 

Relief Programs, Crop Insurance through 
Approved Insurance Providers, Credit and Loan 

Programs, and Commodity Price and Income 
Support and Subsidy Programs Financed by the 

Commodity Credit Corporation)

Antitrust Division
(Enforce Antitrust 

Laws; Protect 
Competition)

Firearm 
Purchasers

Traffickers and 
Criminal 

Enterprises
Licenses

Farm Credit 
Administration (FCA) 
(Regulate Borrower-

Owned Banks Loans to 
Farmers, Ranchers, Rural 
Utility Co-ops; Oversees 

“Farmer Mac”) 

Firearms and 
Explosives 

Owners
Farmers

Low-Income
Food Providers

Rural Areas

Subsidies and Crop 
Insurance

Food Stamps
Food Inspections
Public Services

Farm Loans

Borrower-
Owned Banks 

Providing 
Farm Credit

AGRI-
CULTURE

Highway 
Construction Funds 
and Infrastructure 

Development

Ginnie Mae (Federal Home 
Loan Payment Guarantee)

Fannie 
Mae

Freddie 
Mac

Nuclear-
Power 

UtilitiesOil 
Pipelines

Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration (FMCSA) (Enforce 

Laws to Prevent Commercial Motor 
Vehicle-Related Fatalities and Injuries)

Federal Transit Administration (FTA) 
(Support Local and State Agencies in the 

Maintenance of Public Transportation Systems, 
Including Buses, Subways, and Ferry Boats)

Internal Department Management
Communications and 

Public Affairs
Congressional and 
Legislative Affairs

Legislation
and Policy
Facilities 

Management
Finance and 
Accounting

Information 
Technology

Human 
Resources

Equal 
Employment 
Opportunity

Inter-
Departmental 
Coordination

Legal

Budget

Consumer Product 
Safety Commission 

(CPSC) (Uniform Safety 
Standards, Product 

Complaints and 
Evaluation, Harmful 
Product Recalls, and 

Product-Related Illness 
Research)

U.S. International Trade 
Commission (ITC) 
(Measure Impact of 

Imports on US Industry, 
and Take Action against 

Unfair Trade Practices—IP 
Infringement, Dumping, 

and Subsidies)
Environmental 

Protection Agency: 
Wheeler (EPA) (Enforce 
Laws, with State/Local 

Agencies, on Air, Water, 
Soil, and Chemical 

Pollution, Grant/Enforce 
Permits, and Manage 

Superfund Clean-Up of 
Contaminated Sites)

Federal 
Communications 

Commission (FCC) (TV, 
Satellite, Radio, Wire, and 

Cable Communications 
Regulation--Broadband 

Access, Fair Competition, 
Radio Frequency, Media 
Responsibility, Homeland 

Security, and Public 
Safety)

Congressional Budget 
Office (CBO) (Budget 

and Economic Analysis)
Social Security 

Administration (SSA) 
(Administer Social 
Security Insurance 

Program for Retirement, 
Disability and Survivor 

Benefits)

Key

Independent Federal Agencies 
(Limited Executive Control, Governed 

by a Board)
XYZ

XYZ Intra-Government Relationships

XYZ External Government 
Relationships

Social Security Trust 
Funds

Service 
Members

Commodity Futures 
Trading Commission 

(CFTC) (Prohibit 
Fraudulent Commodities 

Futures, Swaps and Other 
Derivatives Trading) 

Consumer 
Complaints 

Tracking and Bank 
Examinations

Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau 

(CFPB) (Protect 
Consumers from 

Abuse in Mortgages, 
Credit Cards, and 

Student Loans from 
the Financial Sector)

Issuance of 
Mortgages and 
Credit Cards

$200B

$12B

$686B
$53B

$60B

$1.2T

$48B

$31B

$140B

$87B

$20B

$28B

$13B

$44B

$9B

Food and 
Drug Industry

Elderly
Low-Income 

PeopleDisease Prevention 
Guidance General 

Public
Children

National Railroad 
Passenger Corporation 
(Amtrak) (Provide Medium 

and Long-Distance 
Intercity Service US and 9 

Canadian Cities)Merchant Marine 
Training

Enlistments

U.S. Citizens

$B Cabinet Department Budget (2019)

Pension Benefit Guaranty Corp.
(PBGC) (Private Pension Insurance)

Pension 
Insurance 
Premiums

Congressional Staff
General 

Accountability Office
Congressional 
Budget Office

Appropriations Foreign Relations
Budget
Finance

Intelligence (Select)

Judiciary

Veterans’ Affairs
Armed Services

Energy and Natural 
Resources

Ethics (Select)

U.S. Senate (6-Year Term): McConnell 
(Majority Leader)

(100 Senators – 2 per state)

Key Committees

Submit 
Treaties for 

Senate 
Ratification 

(2/3 Vote)

Tax Collections ($3.86 Trillion in 2019)Cumulative Debt ( $25.7 Trillion @ 05/31/2020) Credit Ratings: AAA (Fitch), Aaa (Moody’s), AA+ (S&P) 

Decide Cases 
and Issue 

Injunctions

Bureau of 
Prisons (BOP) 

(Prison 
Management)

U.S. Parole 
Commission 

(Determine Parole)

XYZ
Congressionally-Chartered 

Corporation
(Substantially Independent)

U.S. Military Courts

State / Local 
Governments 

(4.73%)

Peace Corps (Volunteer Service by College Graduates to 
Promote Peace and Friendship in Developing Countries)

Smithsonian Institution 
(Federal Museums and 

Research Centers) 
U.S. Commission on 
Civil Rights (USCCR)
(Investigate and Report 
on Civil Rights Issues)

Federal Mediation and 
Conciliation Service 
(FMCS)(Resolution of 

Labor/Employer Disputes 
and Other Private, Public, 

and Federal Disputes)
National Mediation 

Board (NMB)(Coordinate 
Labor-Management 
Relations within US 

Railroads and Airlines)
U.S. Sentencing 

Commission (USSC) 
(Reduce Criminal 

Sentencing Disparities)

U.S. Trade Representative: (USTR) 
(Recommends Trade Policy to President; Not Part of 
Commerce Department, but in Close Coordination; 

Represents U.S. in World Trade Organization )

Dept. of Justice



U.S. Federal Government Ecosystem: Interesting Facts and Figures

Government People

Outside Relationships
Suppliers Debt

Outside Relationships

Revenue
United States of America

Executive Operations

The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW

Washington, D.C. 20500
Phone: (202) 456-1111 www.whitehouse.gov

LEGISLATIVE

Department of Defense (2.87 Million Employees): Secretary Esper Department of State (69,000 Employees): 
Secretary Pompeo

DEFENSE STATE

JUSTICE

JUDICIARY

LEGISLATURE EXECUTIVE

Department of the Treasury (87,000 Employees): 
Secretary Mnuchin

Department of Commerce (47,000 Employees): Secretary Ross

U.S. Commission on 
Civil Rights

(USCCR)

Corporation for National 
and Community Service 

(CNCS)

Federal Mediation and 
Conciliation Service

(FMCS)

Selective 
Service 

System (SSS)

JUDICIAL

Department of Justice (113,000 Employees): Attorney General Barr

Department of Interior (62,000 Employees): Secretary Bernhardt

INTERIOR

Governance

GovernmentPeople CapitalSuppliersCapital

Department of Labor (14,800 Employees): 
Secretary Scalia

Department of Energy (14,700 
Employees): Secretary Brouillette

Department of Health and Human Services (84,500 Employees): Secretary Azar

Department of Transportation (54,600 Employees): Secretary Chao

Department of Education
(4,000 Employees): Secretary DeVos

Department of Veterans Affairs (383,000 Employees): Secretary Wilkie

Department of Housing and Urban Development
(7,800 Employees): Secretary Carson

Federal Election 
Commission (FEC)

Federal Trade 
Commission (FTC)

Department of Agriculture (84,300 Employees): Secretary Perdue

COMMERCE

VETERANS 
AFFAIRS

GENERAL SUPPORT FUNCTIONS

Department of Homeland Security (202,400 Employees): Secretary Wolf

© 2020www.onepagethinking.net

Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA)

National Aeronautics 
and Space 

Administration 
(NASA)

Office of Director of 
National Intelligence 

(ODNI)

Committee on Foreign 
Investments in US 

(CFIUS)

HOMELAND 
SECURITY

ENERGY HOUSING TREASURY

National Science Foundation (NSF)

EDUCATION

Fed
(As National 

Bank 
Regulator)

Fed
(As Monetary 

Policymaker via Its 
Federal Open 

Market Committee)

LABOR

Fed 
(As Central Bank for the US. 

Treasury and Financial Services 
Provider)

National Mediation 
Board 
(NMB)

GSA: SOURCING
Although GSA 

purchasing officers 
are encouraged to 
buy supplies from 
small businesses, 

they are permitted to 
buy products and 
services through 

Amazon Business. 

OPM: HACKED
In 2015, China hacked 

OPM and gained access 
to the background 

security files for nearly 22 
million current or former 

U.S. government 
employees and their 

family members.

Small Business 
Administration 

(SBA)

Securities and 
Exchange Commission

(SEC)

USPS: SELF-FUNDED
Funded by the sale of 

postage, not taxes; 
deficit of $78 billion 

since 2007

General Accountability 
Office (GAO)

Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC)

Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA)

National Archives and Records 
Administration

National Railroad 
Passenger Corporation 

(Amtrak)

National Transportation 
Safety Board (NTSB)

TRANS-
PORTATION

HEALTH

Farm Credit 
Administration (FCA)AGRI-

CULTURE

Consumer Product 
Safety Commission 

(CPSC)

U.S. International Trade 
Commission (ITC)

Environmental 
Protection Agency: 

Wheeler (EPA)

Federal 
Communications 

Commission (FCC)

Congressional Budget 
Office (CBO)

Social Security 
Administration (SSA)

INSPECTORS GENERAL: 
EVERYWHERE

All key government 
agencies have an Inspector 

General; there are 74 
Offices of the Inspector 

General in total. 

VETERANS AFFAIRS  
1,255 healthcare facilities serve nine million veterans

$200B

VETERANS AFFAIRS 
18.2 million veterans in the U.S.

$12B

$44B

LEGISLATURE: CENSUS DETERMINES 
NUMBER OF CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS 

IN STATES
The census determines number of 

Congressional districts apportioned to each state 
(out of 435 Districts) based on its population. 
Once a state is allotted its number of districts, 

the state’s legislature determines district 
boundaries.

LEGISLATURE: LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
The Library of Congress, the largest library in the 

world, serves Congress and its staff with over 
150 million books, films, maps, photographs, 

music, and other items in 470 languages.

SSA: TWO TRUST FUNDS
There are two Social Security 

trust funds – Old-Age and  
Survivors Insurance Trust 

Fund and the Federal 
Disability Insurance Trust 
Fund – which purchase 

government securities. The 
interest income of these 

investments is used to fund 
monthly allocations to 

qualifying citizens.

USPS: HOW MANY 
PIECES 143 billion 

pieces of mail 
delivered annually to 
160 million addresses

USPS: 
WORKERS

Employs over 
600,000 
workers

DoD: NATION’S #1 EMPLOYER
The Department of Defense (DoD) is the largest organization in the 

U.S. government, and the largest employer in the country. It employs 
2.87 million civilians, active duty military members, and reservists. 

That is more than the amount of employees at Walmart (2.1M), 
ExxonMobil (71,000), Ford (175,000), General Electric (205,000), 

and General Motors (165,000) combined.

DoD: HEADQUARTERS
As the Department of Defense’s headquarters, the Pentagon is a lot 
bigger than it looks. With about 26,000 employees and 17.5 miles of 
hallways, the five-sided building is called the world’s largest office 

building. Every year, more than 100,000 visitors check out the 
nation’s busiest government building

U.S. Postal Service 
(USPS)

DoED: THE SMALLEST 
DEPARTMENT

Smallest federal department with 
less than 5,000 staff.   

TREASURY: PAPER CURRENCY
Paper currency was not introduced into the US 

financial system until 1862. It was issued because 
of a shortage of coins, which were made of gold 

and silver back then. People tended to hoard coins 
as a savings mechanism.  

TREASURY: US MINT PRINTS STAMPS:
The US Mint is responsible for printing postage 

stamps, not just coins.

TREASURY: TREASURY YIELD
The Treasury yield reflects the demand for 

government debt. The greater the demand, the 
lower the yield, which in turn lowers interest rates 
on fixed interest home mortgage loans (15- or 30-

year).

Federal 
Reserve 
System

(Fed)

THE FED: INFLUENCES MONEY SUPPLY  
The Fed doesn’t create money. The Treasury 
Department prints money. However, the Fed 

influences the movement of money by adjusting 
interest rates, setting reserve requirements of 

the cash banks must hold at the Fed, and buying 
and selling Treasury securities.

SBA: VARIETY OF LOANS
The SBA has a variety of loan 

programs from $500 microloans, to 
low-interest disaster relief loans, to 
$5.5 million loans for startup costs, 

real estate, equipment, lines of 
credit, and refinancing.

SEC: ORIGINS
In the wake of the stock market crash in 1929 
that ushered in the Great Depression, the SEC 
was formed in 1933 to require companies that 

sold stocks and bonds to provide full and 
accurate information to investors.

TRANSPORTATION: MILES OF ROADS
There are 4 million miles of roads in the US. The federal government is 

responsible for 3.4% of these roads. Of these roads, 47,432 miles (1.2%)  
consist of interstate highways and 88,000 miles (2.2%) consist of roads 

for national parks, Native American reservations, and military bases. 
Despite the small percentage of federal government roads, its interstate 

account for over 25% of all vehicle traffic.

TRANSPORTATION: BIGGEST SPENDERS
The biggest spenders within DOT are the Federal Highway Administration ($4.2B), 
Maritime Administration ($3.06B), and the Federal Aviation Administration ($2.9B).

AMTRAK: LOSING MONEY
Amtrak has more than 87,000 
riders per day (pre-COVID). Its 

most popular and profitable 
routes are in the Northeast 

corridor. Nonetheless, Amtrak 
loses money every year despite 
total annual revenue of over $3 

billion. 

DoED: NO DIRECT CONTROL 
OVER SCHOOLS

School governance is left to the 
state and individual school districts.  
Thus, DoED is merely a facilitator, 

ensuring federal funds are 
distributed as intended, collecting 

data on schools and disseminating 
research, and prohibiting 

discrimination and ensuring equal 
access to education (e.g., “No Child 

Left Behind”).

INTERIOR: LAND
The Bureau of Land 

Management has oversight 
responsibility for 12.5% of 
the country’s land mass.

$13B

$686B $53B $60B

$1.2T

$48B

$31B

$140B

$87B

$9B $20B

$28B

DOL: IMPACT
The labor laws and regulations 

enforced by the DOL cover 
workplace activities for about 10 
million employers and 144 million 

workers.

HUD: NO DIRECT BUILDING SINCE THE 70s
HUD hasn’t built any public housing since the 1970s. Instead, it 

provides funds to state and local governments and agencies 
(e.g., the New York City Housing Authority) for building 

construction and maintenance projects.

HUD: BENEFICIARIES
HUD benefits not only inner 

cities but also over 400 
consortiums of small 

counties that have banded 
together to reach the 

200,000-person threshold 
for HUD funding

DOE: SEPARATION OF POWER
The secrecy around the atom bomb 

program created distrust of the DOE by 
local communities, scientific groups, 

and Congress. As a result, many of its 
nuclear regulatory functions have been 

placed under independent control of 
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.

DOS: FULBRIGHT SCHOLARS
Since 1946, State has award scholarships 

to over 250,000 students who seek to 
study, teach or conduct research abroad 

and to foreign scholars who want to do the 
same in the U.S.

DHS: SUPER BOWL
Because major events, 

such as the Super Bowl, 
are potential security 

targets for terrorists, DHS 
(through the U.S. Secret 
Service) is in charge of 

security at so-called 
“National Special Security 

Events” even if the 
President isn’t in 

attendance.  

DHS: CYBER
In 2018, Congress created a new Cybersecurity and 
Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) within DHS to 

address cybersecurity threats from foreign governments, 
terrorists, and individuals targeting the US government.

DHS: COAST GUARD
The Coast Guard is the largest agency within 

DHS, with a total workforce of 87,000, including 
41,000 active duty members and 7,000 

reservists.

INTERIOR: ENERGY
Federal lands and waters supply 30% of the nation’s energy 
production. The U.S. Outer Continental Shelf, managed by 

Interior’s Ocean Energy Management Bureau, accounts for 18% 
of domestic crude oil and 4% of domestic natural gas supplies.

EPA: CATALYTIC 
CONVERTERS

EPA’s agreement with auto 
manufacturers to install catalytic 

converters in cars reduced 
emissions of unburned 
hydrocarbons by 85%.

FCC: FAIRNESS DOCTRINE
FCC’s fairness doctrine requires 

licensed radio and TV 
broadcasters to present ”fair and 

balanced coverage” of 
controversial issues of interest to 

their communities, including 
devoting equal airtime to 
opposing points of view.  

CIA: WORKERS 
CLASSIFIED

The number of people who 
work for the CIA is classified 

information.  

CIA: ORIGINS
The forerunner of the CIA 
was the Office of Strategic 
Services, formed to better 
protect the military against 

surprise attacks like the 
attack on Pearl Harbor in 

1941.  

CIA:  HW BUSH
President George H.W. 

Bush served as CIA Director 
from 1976 to 1977.  

CIA:  AIR AMERICA
The CIA operated a 

passenger airline serving 
the Asia region from the 

1950s to 1970s.  Air 
America suspended 

operations after it emerged 
that they were drug 

trafficking in Asian opium 
and heroin.  

CIA: CASTRO PLOT
It has been reported that the 

CIA offered to pay up to 
$150,000 to have Cuban 
President Fidel Castro 

assassinated.  

CIA: PLAUSIBLE 
DENIABILITY

The term ”plausible 
deniability” comes from the 

CIA and refers to 
withholding information from 

officials so they can’t be 
held responsible for 

knowing about the CIA’s full 
activities.  

CIA: LSD
In the MK-Ultra program, 

the CIA studied the potential 
for mind-control in 

experiments on U.S. and 
Canadian citizens by 

drugging them with LSD. 
Operation Artichoke studied 

hypnosis and amnesia 
through experiments of 

forced morphine addiction 
and LSD use.

COMMERCE: CENSUS
The Census Bureau counts the U.S. 

population every 10 years. It also 
tracks income per capita, average net 
worth, average household and family 
income, the federal poverty threshold, 

and middle-class income.

COMMERCE: DATA
The Bureau of Economic Analysis 
tracks current GDP statistics, retail 
sales, international trade, foreign 
direct investment in the U.S,  and 

consumer spending.

CFIUS: NATIONAL SECURITY REVIEW
CFIUS (a federal interagency committee chaired by the 
Treasurer and including the heads of various cabinet 

departments) reviews and clears not only foreign acquisitions 
of U.S. businesses that pose a threat to national security, but 
also foreign investments in U.S. businesses handling critical 
technologies, personal data, and infrastructure (e.g., airports, 

maritime ports, and real estate near military installations). 

HHS: CARES ACT
HHS distributed $175 billion to hospitals and 
healthcare providers on the frontlines of the 

COVID-19 response under its allocation under 
the CARES Act.  

TREASURY: IRS
IRS expects to collect 

$3.64T in FY2020.

TREASURY: DEFICIT
The government projects a $1.1 trillion increase to the deficit for 

FY2020 ($5.85 trillion in spending and $3.64 trillion in taxes).

Commodity Futures 
Trading Commission 

(CFTC)

USDA: MEAT INSPECTION
Upton Sinclair’s 1904 novel The 

Jungle highlighted working conditions 
in meatpacking houses and worker 
exploitation. The novel galvanized 

support for the Meat Inspection Act, 
which was adopted in 1906.

USDA: FARM SUBSIDIES
In 2019, farm subsidies jumped to the highest level in 14 years. Farmers received over $14 billion to 

compensate for the retaliatory tariffs imposed by China on U.S. agricultural products.

USDA: BLUEBERRIES
USDA: “There’s a good chance the 
blueberries you eat can be traced 

back to varieties developed by USDA 
scientists, who started a breeding 

program on wild blueberry plants in 
the early 1900s.”

DOJ: LAW ENFORCEMENT
Among the departments within the 
DOJ, (a) the FBI investigates more 
that 200 categories of violations of 

federal law, (b) the DEA has 
offices in 66 countries, and (c) the 
ATF, which used to be part of the 
Treasury Dept., conducted 13,079 
compliance inspections in 2019.

TREASURY: TOTAL NATIONAL DEBT
To fund the $1.1 trillion deficit, the U.S. Treasury must issue Treasury 
securities in that amount, adding to the $24.95 trillion national debt.

JUDICIARY: NINE JUSTICES
The number of Supreme Court justices 

(currently nine) is not set in stone. 
Instead, Congress has the power to 

expand or shrink the number of 
Justices sitting on the court. 

JUDICIARY:  LIFETIME TTENURE
There are approximately 870 federal 

court judges. Each judge is appointed 
for life and may only be removed for 

cause.
EXECUTIVE:  4,000 APPOINTMENTS

A new presidential administration must fill about 4,000 
appointing positions. Most do not require Senate 
confirmation, but appointments of Supreme Court 

Justices, Cabinet members, ambassadors, and heads 
of independent agencies do.

EXECUTIVE:  TWO TERM LIMIT
Under the 22nd Amendment of the U.S. Constitution, an 

individual can only be elected President for a maximum of 
two four-year terms. This was passed in 1947 (ratified by 

the states in 1951) after Franklin D. Roosevelt was elected 
to third and fourth terms in 1940 and 1944, respectively.

DOS: PASSPORTS
In 2019, there were 146,775,089 valid 
passports in circulation. Anti-forgery 

security features on the passports are 
secret, but include holograms, tiny text, 

unique fonts, specialized inks, UV-
reactivity, imperfections, and an electronic 

chip.

DOL: FIRST FEMALES
The DOL holds the record for most 
women in the Cabinet, with seven 

secretaries, including the first: 
Frances Perkins.

HHS: MEDICARE
The Medicare program is the nation's largest health 
insurer, handling more than one billion claims per 

year. Medicare and Medicaid together provide health 
care insurance for 25% of Americans.

HHS: LARGEST BUDGET
HHS has the largest budget of all the executive 

departments at $1.2 trillion. More than 90% of its 
budget comprises mandatory (i.e., non-discretionary) 

funding for Medicare and Medicaid obligations.

DOJ: INDEPENDENT COUNSEL
The Attorney General (or, in the case of 

recusal, acting Attorney General) has the 
power to appoint and set the jurisdiction of an 
independent counsel tasked with investigating 

accusations of wrongdoing by high-level 
federal officials, including the President (e.g., 
President Nixon in “Watergate” and President 
Trump in the Russia/Ukraine investigation).

DOJ: WORLD’S LARGEST 
LAW FIRM

With more than 10,000 
lawyers and over 100,000 

staff, the DOJ is considered 
the “largest law firm in the 

world.”

General Services 
Administration

Office of Personnel 
Management

NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS 
ADMINISTRATION: BIG COLLECTION 

Its collection includes three billion pages of text, 
six million still photos, 91 million feet of motion 

picture film, and nine million aerial photos.

Key Independent Federal 
Agencies (Limited 
Executive Control, 

Governed by a Board)

$B Cabinet Department 
Budget (2019)

Cabinet Department 
(Under the Control of 

the President)

XYZ

XYZ

XYZ

Consumer 
Financial 

Protection Bureau 
(CFPB)

CFPB: STRONG UNITARY EXECUTIVE
The Supreme Court held in June 2020 

that Congress can only create 
”independent” agencies, such as the CFPB, 

that are headed by people whom the 
President can fire without cause.

CabinetVice President of the United States
U.S. Senate U.S. House of Representatives

U.S. Supreme Court  

U.S. Appellate Courts U.S. District Courts

President of the United States

EXECUTIVE:  ORDER OF SUCCESSION
The Cabinet includes the Vice President and the heads of 15 Executive Departments. In order of the succession to 

the presidency begins with the Vice President, then Speaker of the House, then Pro Tempore of the Senate, followed 
by the head of each department in order of the Cabinet department’s formation date (i.e., State (1789), Treasury 

(1789), Defense (1789), and so on).

TOTAL FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT 
EMPLOYEES:
4.32 MILLION

Civil Service Employees (Executive) : 2.22M

Civil Service Employees (Legislative) : 0.04M

U.S. Postal Service: 0.60MCivil Service Employees 
(Judiciary) : 0.03M Military Employees: 1.43M

DoD: $680 BILLION BUDGET
The yearly budget for the Department of Defense is over $686 billion. 

Throughout the year, the Department spends a majority of that 
money on private defense contractors, who provide everything from 

uniforms, blankets, and food, to state-of-the-art weapons, planes, and 
military vehicles. 

THE FED: CENTRAL BANK
As the US central bank, the Fed maintains the U.S. 

Treasury’s checking account and processes its 
payments, such as social security.  The New York 
Reserve Bank holds 6,200 tons of gold in its vault.

Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission

(EEOC)

National Labor 
Relations Board 

(NLRB)

National Endowments for Humanities 
(NEH) and Arts (NEA)

NLRB: APPLICATION OF 
LAW

The National Labor Relations 
Act doesn’t apply to 

governments, interstate 
railroads, airlines, or 

employers of agricultural 
workers.

EEOC: CASE LOAD
Between 2010 and 
2018, employment 

discrimination charges 
processed annually by 
the EEOC ranged from 

75,000 to 100,000.

FDIC: SOLID 
TRACK RECORD
No depositor “has 

ever lost a penny of 
insured deposits 

since the FDIC was 
created in 1933.”

NRC: SHIPMENTS
Three million packages of radioactive 

materials are shipped annually in the US 
by road, rail, air, or water.

NEA: DISTRIBUTIONS
NEA has a $150 million budget.  Nearly 

40% of NEA’s funds are distributed 
though state arts agencies. NEA and 
state arts agency grants reached all 

435 Congressional districts. 

Federal Deposit 
Insurance 

Corporation (FDIC)

NASA: MOON LANDING
On July 20, 1969, Neil Armstrong and Buzz 
Aldrin became the first people to walk on the 

moon as part of the Apollo 11 mission.

USAID: LARGEST FOREIGN AID
One of the largest aid agencies in the world, 

USAID accounts for a large percentage of U.S. 
foreign assistance with a budget of $16.8 billion.

Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC) 

U.S. Agency for 
International Development 

(USAID) 

Pension Benefit Guaranty Corp. (PBGC)Ginnie MaePeace Corps

Smithsonian 
Institution

SMITHSONIAN: 19 MUSEUMS AND ZOO
The Supreme Court Chief Justice serves as 

the Chancellor of the Board of Regents which 
governs the Smithsonian Institution. Founded 
in 1846, there are now a total of 19 museums 

and the National Zoo.

PEACE CORPS: RECALL
In 2018, there were more than 7,300 

volunteers in 61 countries, all of whom 
have been recalled due to COVID-19.

U.S. Sentencing 
Commission

(USSC)

Fannie 
Mae

Freddie 
Mac


